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EFFECTS OF INTERFERON ON CELLS, VIRUSES AND THE IMMUNE SYSTEM. Edited by A.
Geraldes. New York, Academic Press, 1975. 661 pp. $31.75.
This book is based on the proceedings of the Gulbenkian Institute Symposium on
interferon which was held in Portugal in September 1973. The book consists ofseven
chapters each of which deals with a specific aspect of interferon action and produc-
tion. The chapters are essentially compilations of research papers presented at the
meeting by scientists from different laboratories. Interestingly, they also include the
proceedings of the question-answer sessions that followed the presentations. A small
general introduction to the topic of each chapter would have helped the reader.
The first chapter deals with the uptake of interferon by somatic cell hybrids. The
second chapter deals with the mechanism and regulation ofinterferon induction. The
third chapter is on the antagonists of interferon action. The fourth and fifth chapters
cover the interactions with the immune system and other non-antiviral effects of
interferon respectively. The sixth chapter deals with the mechanism of antiviral
action of interferon at the molecular level and the last chapter contains miscellaneous
aspects not discussed in other chapters. Almost all laboratories, actively engaged in
interferon-research, were represented in the meeting. Hence the book provides the
entire spectrum of knowledge about interferon available at that time. It also intro-
duces the neophyte to the complexity and the challenge of the field, though under-
standably it does not provide simple answers to the numerous questions related to
interferon. For investigators engaged in interferon-research themselves, the book,
though partly outdated due to the two years delay in publication, will serve as a
handy reference source for factual details of this field. It is my opinion that a
concluding chapter, outlining the basic concepts emerging from the volumes ofdata,
and sorting out hard facts from preliminary indications, would have contributed to
the usefulness of this publication.
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IMMUNE RECOGNITION. Edited by A.S. Rosenthal. New York, Academic Press, 1975.
855 pp. $29.50.
Fifty papers are presented by more than one hundred contributors in this Proceed-
ings of the 9th Leukocyte Culture Conference, held in Williamsburg, Virginia,
December 1974. The volume is organized into the following sections: "Signals for
Lymphocyte Activation: Non-antigenic Signals and Receptors; Antigenic Signals
and Receptors; Early Events in Lymphocyte Activation: Membrane and Biochemical
Events; Coupling of Cytoplasmic and Nuclear Events to Membrane Signals; Cellular
and Molecular Basis of Cell Recognition and Interaction in Non-lymphocyte Sys-
tems; The Role of the Macrophage in the Initiation and Regulation of the Immune
Response; Genetic Control of Immunocompetent Cell Interactions; Regulation of
the Immune Response: Cellular Mechanisms."
This is an excellent status report on "Immunobiology 1974." The papers give an
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